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In	my	Grails	controller	I'm	responding	to	an	AJAX	call	and	using	render	to	return	the	text:	def	ajaxRandomPersonName	=	{	def	person	=	get	a	random	person	...	render	"Name:	${person.name}"	}	The	problem	is	that	render	renders	the	whole	template.	So	instead	of	just	rendering	"Name:	John"	it	renders	all	the	icons,	navigation,	etc	defined	in	the
template.	How	do	I	get	render	to	just	render	without	the	template?	I'm	pretty	much	following	Chapter	1	of	"Grails	in	Action"	(page	28)	using	Grails	1.1.1.	Follow	up:	Returning	false	per	Rhysyngsun's	suggestion	has	no	impact.	I	also	tried	setting	the	template	to	null	but	it	still	renders	the	template:	def	ajaxRandomPersonName	=	{	def	person	=	get	a
random	person	...	render	(template:null,	text:"Name:	${person.name}")	}	render	has	its	heart	bent	on	rendering	it	through	the	template	no	matter	what	I	do.	Follow	up	2:	Parallel	discussion	on	grails-user	mailing	list.	Follow	up	3:	Sample	code:	I	paired	down	my	code	the	bare	minimum	and	it	still	exhibits	the	undesired	template	rendering.
controllers/PersonController.groovy:	class	PersonController	{	def	index	=	{	}	def	home	=	{	[message:"Hello"]	}	def	ajaxTest	=	{	println	"ajaxTest	called"	render	text:	"ajax	message"	}	}	views/person/home.gsp	(view	page	for	home	method)	Home	View	ajax	call	Message	=	${message}	Blank	views/layouts/person.gsp	(layout	template	for	person
controller)	Test	App	-	Test	App	I	access	person	controller	with	the	home	view:	the	page	renders	as:	Test	App	ajax	call	(hyperlink)	Message	=	Hello	Blank	"Test	App"	is	from	the	template.	When	I	click	"ajax	call"	it	makes	an	asynchronous	call	to	PersonController's	ajaxTest	method	(verified	with	println).	All	ajaxTest	does	is	println	and	render	static	text.
This	resultant	in	the	following:	Test	App	ajax	call	Message	=	Hello	Test	App	ajax	message	Note	that	the	template	is	being	rendered	within	"test1"	which	results	in	the	second	"Test	App".	I'm	running	Grails	1.1.1.	Any	ideas?	The	code	seems	straightforward.	I	downloaded	the	Grails	source	and	looked	at	RenderDynamicMethod.java.	It	doesn't	do	any
template	rendering	unless	template	is	in	the	argument	list,	which	it	isn't.	So	my	only	guess	is	something	up	steam	is	rendering	the	template	again.	render	"some	text"	render(text:	"some	xml",	contentType:	"text/xml",	encoding:	"UTF-8")	def	theShining	=	new	Book(title:	'The	Shining',	author:	'Stephen	King')	render(template:	"book",	model:	[book:
theShining])	render(template:	"book",	collection:	[b1,	b2,	b3])	def	theShining	=	new	Book(title:	'The	Shining',	author:	'Stephen	King')	render(template:	"book",	bean:	theShining)	def	theShining	=	new	Book(title:	'The	Shining',	author:	'Stephen	King')	render(view:	"viewName",	model:	[book:	theShining])	render(view:	"viewName")	render	{	div(id:
"myDiv",	"some	text	inside	the	div")	}	render(contentType:	"text/xml")	{	books	{	for	(b	in	books)	{	book(title:	b.title,	author:	b.author)	}	}	}	render(contentType:	"application/json")	{	book(title:	b.title,	author:	b.author)	}	render(status:	503,	text:	"Failed	to	update	book	${b.id}")	render(file:	new	File(absolutePath),	fileName:	"book.pdf")	I	work	with
Grails	a	lot	and	while	I	really	enjoy	it	for	the	most	part,	there	are	definitely	some	weird	quirks	of	the	framework.	One	such	quirk	is	something	I	encounter	whenever	I	want	to	write	unit	tests	against	grails	controller	methods	that	render	out	templates	directly.	This	isn’t	something	I	do	very	often	-	generally	I	prefer	rendering	out	JSON	and	parsing	it
with	client-JS	-	but	in	some	cases	when	there’s	a	lot	of	markup	for	a	page	element	that	you	want	to	be	updateable	via	ajax,	it	makes	sense	to	render	out	a	template	like	render(template:	'somePartial')	directly	from	a	controller	method.	Unfortunately,	these	kinds	of	methods	are	very	difficult	to	write	tests	against.	While	a	normal	render	exposes	a	model
and	view	variable	that	you	can	test	against,	for	some	reason	using	a	render	with	a	template	doesn’t	seem	to	do	this.	I’ve	seen	lots	of	solutions	where	you	stuff	a	fake	string	matching	the	name	of	the	template	using	some	metaclass	wizardry,	but	then	you’re	stuck	dealing	with	some	semi-view	stuff	in	what	you	might	want	to	simply	be	a	unit	test	about
the	model	values	placed	by	the	controller	method.	However,	based	on	this	StackOverflow	post,	I’ve	written	a	quick-and-dirty	little	monkeypatch	that	exposes	the	model	and	view	variables	in	your	test,	and	populated	with	the	values	relevant	to	the	template.	I’ve	got	this	method	in	a	TestUtil	class:	static	def	ensureModelForTemplates(con)	{	def
originalMethod	=	con.metaClass.getMetaMethod('render',	[Map]	as	Class[])	con.metaClass.render	=	{	Map	args	->	if	(args["template"])	{	con.modelAndView	=	new	ModelAndView(	args["template"]	as	String,	args["model"]	as	Map	)	}	originalMethod.invoke(delegate,	args)	}	}	Then	I	can	call	this	method	with	the	controller	as	a	parameter	anywhere
before	I	invoke	the	controller	action.	It	can	go	in	a	setup	or	@Before	method,	it	seems	to	work	from	both	Spock	tests	and	the	builtin	Grails	testing	framework.	So	if	we	have	this	example:	class	ExampleController	{	def	index()	{	def	bigName	=	params.name.toUpperCase()	render(template:	"partial",	model:	[	one:	"hello",	two:	bigName	])	}	}	This	test
will	do	what	we	want:	@TestFor(ExampleController)	class	ExampleControllerSpec	extends	Specification	{	def	setup()	{	TestUtil.ensureModelForTemplates(controller)	}	def	shouldHaveModelAndViewExposed()	{	given:	params.name	=	"Rod"	when:	controller.index()	then:	view	==	"partial"	model.one	==	"hello"	model.two	==	"ROD"	}	}	(Quick
Reference)	PurposeApplies	an	inbuilt	or	user-defined	Groovy	template	against	a	model	so	that	templates	can	be	shared	and	reusedExamplesExample	domain	class:class	Book	{	String	title	String	author	}Example	template:${it.title}	${it.author}This	template	can	now	be	reused	whether	you	have	a	List	of	Books	or	a	single	Book.	For	a	List	the	template
will	be	repeated	for	each	instance:and	for	a	single	instance	the	template	is	rendered	once:You	can	also	create	a	template	for	a	particular	type	of	model.	For	example	this	template:${book.title}	${author.fullName}could	be	used	with	this	model:The	disadvantage	of	this	approach	is	that	the	template	is	less	reusable.It	is	also	possible	to	define	the	name
of	the	variable	to	be	used	by	the	template	in	the	render	tag:Example	template:${myBook.title}	${myBook.author}Example	render	tag	call	for	the	above	templateDescriptionNote	that	if	the	value	of	the	template	attribute	starts	with	a	'/'	it	will	be	resolved	relative	to	the	views	directory.	This	is	useful	for	sharing	templates	between	views.	Without	the
leading	'/'	it	will	be	first	be	resolved	relative	to	the	current	controller's	view	directory	then,	failing	that,	the	top	level	views	directory.	In	either	case	the	template	file	must	be	named	with	a	leading	underscore	('_')	but	referenced	in	the	template	attribute	without	that	underscore	or	the	'.gsp'	suffix.Attributes	contextPath	(optional)	-	the	context	path	to
use	(relative	to	the	application	context	path).	Defaults	to	""	or	path	to	the	plugin	for	a	plugin	view	or	template.	template	(required)	-	The	name	of	the	template	to	apply	bean	(optional)	-	The	bean	to	apply	the	template	against	model	(optional)	-	The	model	to	apply	the	template	against	as	a	java.util.Map	collection	(optional)	-	A	collection	of	model	objects
to	apply	the	template	to	var	(optional)	-	The	variable	name	of	the	bean	to	be	referenced	in	the	template	plugin	(optional)	-	The	plugin	to	look	for	the	template	in	See	render	in	the	user	guide	for	more	information.SourcePage	2	(Quick	Reference)	Authors:	Graeme	Rocher,	Peter	Ledbrook,	Marc	Palmer,	Jeff	Brown,	Luke	Daley,	Burt	Beckwith,	Lari	Hotari
Version:	3.1.1	(Quick	Reference)	PurposeTo	render	different	forms	of	responses	from	simple	text	responses,	to	view	and	templates.Examples//	renders	text	to	response	render	"some	text"//	renders	text	for	a	specified	content-type/encoding	render(text:	"some	xml",	contentType:	"text/xml",	encoding:	"UTF-8")//	render	a	template	to	the	response	for	the
specified	model	def	theShining	=	new	Book(title:	'The	Shining',	author:	'Stephen	King')	render(template:	"book",	model:	[book:	theShining])//	render	each	item	in	the	collection	using	the	specified	template	render(template:	"book",	collection:	[b1,	b2,	b3])//	render	a	template	to	the	response	for	the	specified	bean	def	theShining	=	new	Book(title:	'The
Shining',	author:	'Stephen	King')	render(template:	"book",	bean:	theShining)//	render	the	view	with	the	specified	model	def	theShining	=	new	Book(title:	'The	Shining',	author:	'Stephen	King')	render(view:	"viewName",	model:	[book:	theShining])//	render	the	view	with	the	controller	as	the	model	render(view:	"viewName")//	render	some	markup	to	the
response	render	{	div(id:	"myDiv",	"some	text	inside	the	div")	}//	render	some	XML	markup	to	the	response	render(contentType:	"text/xml")	{	books	{	for	(b	in	books)	{	book(title:	b.title,	author:	b.author)	}	}	}//	render	a	JSON	(	)	response	with	the	builder	attribute:	render(contentType:	"application/json")	{	book(title:	b.title,	author:	b.author)	}//
render	with	status	code	render(status:	503,	text:	'Failed	to	update	book	${b.id}')//	Automatic	marshalling	of	XML	and	JSON	import	grails.converters.*	…	render	Book.list(params)	as	JSON	render	Book.get(params.id)	as	XML//	render	a	file	render(file:	new	File(absolutePath),	fileName:	"book.pdf")DescriptionA	multi-purpose	method	for	rendering
responses	to	the	client	which	is	best	illustrated	with	a	few	examples!	Warning	-	this	method	does	not	always	support	multiple	parameters.	For	example,	if	you	specify	both	collection	and	model,	the	model	parameter	will	be	ignored.	ParametersParameters:	text	(optional)	-	The	text	to	render	builder	(optional)	-	The	builder	to	use	when	rendering	markup
view	(optional)	-	The	view	to	delegate	the	rendering	to	template	(optional)	-	The	template	to	render.	A	template	is	usually	an	HTML	snippet	and	the	file	starts	with	an	underscore	("_").	This	is	used	mostly	in	AJAX	requests.	layout	(optional)	-	The	layout	to	use	for	the	response	var	(optional)	-	The	name	of	the	variable	to	be	passed	into	a	template,	defaults
to	the	Groovy	default	argument	'it'	if	not	specified	bean	(optional)	-	The	bean	to	use	in	rendering	model	(optional)	-	The	model	to	use	in	rendering	collection	(optional)	-	For	rendering	a	template	against	each	item	in	a	collection	contentType	(optional)	-	The	contentType	of	the	response	encoding	(optional)	-	The	encoding	of	the	response	converter	(as
single	non-named	first	parameter)	-	A	Converter	that	should	be	rendered	as	Response	plugin	(optional)	-	The	plugin	to	look	for	the	template	in	status	(optional)	-	The	HTTP	status	code	to	use	file	(optional)	-	The	byte,	java.io.File,	or	inputStream	you	wish	to	send	with	the	response	fileName	(optional)	-	For	specifying	an	attachment	file	name	while
rendering	a	file.
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